Film English
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1. Obijective
This course is a BESP-based (Basic English for Special Purposes) language training
program designed to equip students with effective English communication skills. To
foster the development of critical literacy, the course offers several optional fields of
study, including tourism, film, workplace scenarios, and more. The instructional
approach combines dynamic lectures with interactive in-class activities, ensuring that
students actively practice and develop their English language skills in a supportive
learning environment. The language training emphasizes practices in English
listening and speaking. By the end of this course, students will be able to showcase
their language skills and public speech ability by giving a well-organized English
presentation. These presentations will be based on the comprehensive training

received throughout the course.

2. Course Outline

This course aims to expand students’ understanding of contextual English and
cultures through critical analysis of films. Genres, styles and periods in the film
history will be covered to introduce the development of this visual art. Specific topics
or concepts will be presented and discussed in relation to the extracts screened. Each
weekly session therefore is packed with clips from selected European, American and
Asian cinemas to provide students with a broad understanding of film and its wider
cultural context, as well as an enhanced appreciation of film in general. By the end of
the course, students will be able to integrate class discussions with critical thinking

and give a 3-minute English presentation individually.
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No. Topic

1 | Introduction to Film History
2 | Film Theory and Terminology




3 | Global Film Industry

4 | International/Local Film Festivals and Studios
5 | Film-making script writing
6

7

8

Romance
Comedy
Science Fiction

9 | Fantasy

10 | Action

11 | Thriller

12 | Horror

13 | Documentary

14 | Musical
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(1) Donaghy, Kieran. Film in Action: Teaching Language Using Moving Images.
Delta, 2015.

This book contains the following topics: the role of film within society; Film within
education; the relationship between film and literacy in the twenty-first century; the
importance of the young analysing and creating their own personal films; the
educational benefits of creating moving images; as well as Strategies to using films
inside and outside of the classroom. It also comes with a website,
http://film-english.com/



http://film-english.com/

(2) Golden, John. Reading in the Dark: Using Film as a Tool in the English
Classroom. National Council of Teachers of English, 2001.

Book Review by Dudley Barlow: The book makes direct links between film and
literary study by addressing reading strategies (e.g. predicting, responding,
questioning, and storyboarding) and key aspects of textual analysis (e.g.,
characterization, point of view, irony, and connections between directorial and
authorial choices). Students sketch and label the painting, use an interactive tool to
explore its elements, apply literary analysis tools to their interpretation, predict the
painting's plot, and conclude the unit by creating a project that identifies and explains
their interpretation of the painting.

(3) Weschler, Raymond. ESLnotes. com. Web. http://www.esInotes.com/

This site offers a summary of the plot, a list of the major characters, a selection of
phrases or dialogues from the scripts and various cultural references and questions for
ESL class discussion.

(4) Drew’s Script-0-Rama. Web. http://www.script-o-rama.com/

This site offers scripts that can be downloaded directly for free. In addition, it also has

access to a few transcripts, which are the word-for-word dialog that is in the actual

movie.

(5) The Columbia Film Language Glossary. 2015 The Trustees of

Columbia University in the City of New York. Web.

https://filmglossary.ccnmtl.columbia.edu/term.

This site provides a glossary of film terms with clips to exemplify them.

(6) Film Art: An Introduction. By David Bordwell, Kristin Thompson, Jeff
Smith.

Since 1979, David Bordwell, Kristin  Thompson and now, Co-Author, Jeff

Smith's Film Art has been the best-selling and most widely respected introduction to

the analysis of cinema. Taking a skills-centered approach supported by examples from

many periods and countries, the authors help students develop a core set of analytical

skills that will enrich their understanding of any film, in any genre. In-depth examples

deepen students' appreciation for how creative choices by filmmakers affect what

viewers experience and how they respond. Film Artis generously illustrated with

more than 1,000 frame enlargements taken directly from completed films, providing

concrete illustrations of key concepts. Along with updated examples and expanded

coverage of digital filmmaking, the eleventh edition of Film Art delivers SmartBook,

first and only adaptive reading experience currently available, designed to help

students stay focused, maximize study time and retain basic concepts.
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